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SUBSTI TUTE HOUSE BI LL 2910

Passed Legislature - 2004 Regul ar Session
State of WAshi ngt on 58th Legislature 2004 Regul ar Session

By House Committee on Transportation (originally sponsored by
Representati ves Sinpson, G, Cooper, Wods, H nkle and Conway)

READ FI RST TI ME 02/ 06/ 04.

AN ACT Relating to special license plates for professional fire
fighters and paranedi cs; anmendi ng RCW 46. 16. 313 and 46. 16. 316; addi ng
new sections to chapter 46.16 RCW and adding a new section to chapter
46. 04 RCW

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. A new section is added to chapter 46.16 RCW
to read as foll ows:

The department shall issue a special license plate displaying a
synbol, approved by the special Ilicense plate review board, for
professional fire fighters and paranedics who are nenbers of the
Washi ngton State Council of Fire Fighters. Upon initial application
and subsequent renewal s, applicants nust show proof of eligibility by
providing a certificate of current menbership fromthe Washington State

Council of Fire Fighters. The special license plate may be used in
lieu of regular or personalized |license plates for vehicles required to
display one or tw vehicle |license plates, excluding vehicles

regi stered under chapter 46.87 RCW upon the terns and conditions
establ i shed by the departnent.

p. 1 SHB 2910. SL
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NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 46.04 RCW
to read as foll ows:

"Professional fire fighters and paranedics |icense plates" neans
Iicense plates issued under section 1 of this act that display a synbol
denoting professional fire fighters and paranedi cs.

Sec. 3. RCW46.16.313 and 1997 ¢ 291 s 8 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) The departnment may establish a fee for each type of specia
license plates issued under RCW 46.16.301(1) (a), (b), or (c), as
exi sting before anmendnent by section 5, chapter 291, Laws of 1997, in
an anmount calculated to offset the cost of production of the special
license plates and the admnistration of this program ( (YAt

1998,)) The departnment nmay adjust the fee to no nore than forty

dol |l ars. This fee is in addition to all other fees required to
register and license the vehicle for which the plates have been
requested. Al such additional special |icense plate fees coll ected by

t he departnment shall be deposited in the state treasury and credited to
the notor vehicle fund.

Janvary—34,—1998,)) In addition to all fees and taxes required to be

pai d upon application and registration of a notor vehicle, the hol der
of a collegiate license plate shall pay an initial fee of forty
dollars. The departnent shall deduct an anmobunt not to exceed twelve
dol l ars of each fee collected under this subsection for adm nistration

SHB 2910. SL p. 2
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and col |l ection expenses incurred by it. The remaining proceeds shal
be remtted to the custody of the state treasurer with a proper
identifying detailed report. The state treasurer shall credit the
funds to the appropriate collegiate license plate fund as provided in
RCW 28B. 10. 890.

({ t4—EHective—wth—annual—renevwal s —due—or—to—becore—due—on
Jandary—31,—1999;)) (3) In addition to all fees and taxes required to be

paid upon renewal of a notor vehicle registration, the holder of a
collegiate license plate shall pay a fee of thirty dollars. The
departnent shall deduct an anount not to exceed two dollars of each fee
collected under this subsection for admnistration and collection
expenses incurred by it. The remaining proceeds shall be remtted to
the custody of the state treasurer with a proper identifying detail ed
report. The state treasurer shall credit the funds to the appropriate
collegiate license plate fund as provided in RCW 28B. 10. 890.

((65))) (4) In addition to all fees and taxes required to be paid
upon application and registration of a notor vehicle, the holder of a
speci al baseball stadium |license plate shall pay an initial fee of
forty dollars. The departnent shall deduct an anobunt not to exceed
twelve dollars of each fee collected under this subsection for
adm ni stration and coll ection expenses incurred by it. The renaining
proceeds, mnus the cost of plate production, shall be distributed to
a county for the purpose of paying the principal and interest paynents
on bonds issued by the county to construct a baseball stadium as
defi ned in RCW  82. 14. 0485, i ncl udi ng reasonabl y necessary
preconstruction costs, while the taxes are being collected under RCW
82.14.360. After this date, the state treasurer shall credit the funds
to the state general fund.

({ £B—FEHective—wth—annual—renevwals—due—or—to—becore—due—on
Jandary—31,—1999;)) (5) In addition to all fees and taxes required to be

paid upon renewal of a notor vehicle registration, the holder of a
speci al baseball stadium license plate shall pay a fee of thirty
dol | ars. The departnent shall deduct an anobunt not to exceed two
dol l ars of each fee collected under this subsection for adm nistration
and coll ection expenses incurred by it. The remaining proceeds shal

be distributed to a county for the purpose of paying the principal and
i nterest paynents on bonds issued by the county to construct a basebal

stadium as defined in RCW82.14. 0485, including reasonably necessary

p. 3 SHB 2910. SL
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preconstruction costs, while the taxes are being collected under RCW
82.14.360. After this date, the state treasurer shall credit the funds
to the state general fund.

(6) Effective with vehicle reqgistrations due or to becone due on
January 1, 2005, in addition to all fees and taxes required to be paid
upon application and registration of a vehicle, the holder of a
professional fire fighters and paranedics license plate shall pay an
initial fee of forty dollars. The departnent shall deduct an anpbunt
not to exceed twelve dollars of each fee collected under this
subsection for adm nistration and collection expenses incurred by it.
The remaining proceeds nust be remtted to the custody of the state
treasurer with a proper identifying detailed report. Under RCW
46.16. 755, the state treasurer shall credit the proceeds to the notor
vehicle account until the departnent determnes that the state has been
rei nbursed for the cost of inplenenting the professional fire fighters
and paranedics license plates. Upon the determnation by the
departnent that the state has been reinbursed, the treasurer shall
credit the proceeds to the Washington State Council of Fire Fighters
benevol ent fund established under section 4 of this act.

(7) Effective with annual renewals due or to becone due on January
1, 2006, in addition to all fees and taxes required to be paid upon
renewal of a vehicle reqgistration, the holder of a professional fire
fighters and paranedics license plate shall, upon application, pay a
fee of thirty dollars. The departnent shall deduct an anpbunt not to
exceed two dollars of each fee collected under this subsection for
adm nistration and coll ection expenses incurred by it. The rennining
proceeds nust be remtted to the custody of the state treasurer with a
proper identifying detailed report. Under RCW 46.16.755, the state
treasurer shall credit the proceeds to the notor vehicle account until
the departnment determnes that the state has been reinbursed for the
cost of inplenenting the professional fire fighters and paranedics
special license plate. Upon the determ nation by the departnent that
the state has been reinbursed, the treasurer shall credit the proceeds
to the Wshington State Council of Fire Fighters benevolent fund
establ i shed under section 4 of this act.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. A new section is added to chapter 46.16 RCW
to read as foll ows:

SHB 2910. SL p. 4
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(1) The Washington State Council of Fire Fighters benevol ent fund
is created in the custody of +the state treasurer. Upon the
departnment's determ nation the state has been reinbursed for the cost
of inplenmenting the professional fire fighters and paranedi cs speci al
license plate, all receipts, except as provided in RCW 46. 16. 313 (6)
and (7), fromprofessional fire fighters and paranedics |icense pl ates

must be deposited into the account. Only the director of the
departnment of Ilicensing or the director's designee may authorize
expenditures from the account. The account is subject to allotnent

procedures under chapter 43.88 RCW but an appropriation is not
requi red for expenditures.

(2) Funds in the account nust be di sbursed subject to the follow ng
conditions and limtations:

(a) Under the requirenents of RCW 46.16. 765, the departnent nust
contract with a qualified nonprofit organization to receive and
di ssem nate funds for charitable purposes on behalf of nenbers of the
Washi ngton State Council of Fire Fighters, their famlies, and others
deened i n need.

(b) For the purposes of this section, a "qualified nonprofit
organi zation" nmeans a not-for-profit corporation incorporated and
operating exclusively in Washington that has received a determ nation
of tax exenpt status under section 501(c)(3) of the federal interna
revenue code. The organi zation nust have been established for the
express purposes of receiving and dissemnating funds for charitable
pur poses on behal f of nenbers of the WAshington State Council of Fire
Fighters, their famlies, and others deened in need.

(c) The qualified nonprofit organization nust neet all requirenents
set out in RCW46. 16. 765.

Sec. 5. RCW46.16.316 and 1997 ¢ 291 s 10 are each anmended to read
as follows:

Except as provided in RCW46. 16. 305:

(1) When a person who has been issued a special |icense plate or
pl ates under section 1 of this act or RCW 46.16.301 as it existed
before anmendnent by section 5, chapter 291, Laws of 1997, sells,
trades, or otherwise transfers or releases ownership of the vehicle
upon which the special license plate or plates have been displayed, he
or she shall imrediately report the transfer of such plate or plates to

p. 5 SHB 2910. SL
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an acquired vehicle or vehicle eligible for such plates pursuant to
departnmental rule, or he or she shall surrender such plates to the
departnment imediately if such surrender is required by departnenta
rul e. If a person applies for a transfer of the plate or plates to
another eligible vehicle, a transfer fee of five dollars shall be
charged in addition to all other applicable fees. Such transfer fees
shall be deposited in the notor vehicle fund. Failure to surrender the
pl ates when required is a traffic infraction.

(2) If the special license plate or plates issued by the departnent
beconme |ost, defaced, damaged, or destroyed, application for a
repl acenent special license plate or plates shall be nade and fees paid

as provided by law for the replacenent of regular |icense plates.

Passed by the House February 16, 2004.

Passed by the Senate March 5, 2004.

Approved by the Governor March 22, 2004.

Filed in Ofice of Secretary of State March 22, 2004.
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